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» What becomes of class 
handouts? How do we 
ensure students are 
using the resources we 
teach them? 

» The idea of a research 
takeaway is that 
students maintain the 
control and use of the 
takeaway, putting its 
life and death in their 
hands. 



Images provided by Angela de Marco  and LittleMixFans under Creative Commons Attribution Licenses. 

When I reference swag, I 
think of this: 

Not this: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/amcclen/174194626/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/amcclen/174194626/


» English Faculty Member Taught for 20 Years, retired  

» Course Handed to Librarians to Teach in 2008 

» Course Overhauled: 
˃ Elective 2 Credit Course 

˃ Letter Grade 

˃ 10 Weeks, Late start, Meet weekly for 2 Hours and 40 Minutes 

˃ Enrollment Cap of 15 

˃ Topics covered: Periodical databases, Web searching, Online catalog, Web site 
evaluation, Writing citations, Monograph evaluation, Research strategy 

» Conversion to Hybrid in Spring 2012  

» Building of online course began in Summer 2012 

 



» Information literacy is an essential skill 
academically, professionally 

» Convenient for students with multiple 
commitments 

» Likelihood of greater outreach and larger 
enrollment  

» Abundance of online, academic sources and 
finding tools 

» University-wide push for online courses 

 



» The Quality Matters Program includes 8 standards: 
1. Course Overview and Introduction 

2. Learning Objectives 

3. Assessment and Measurement 

4. Instructional Materials 

5. Learner Interaction and Engagement 

6. Course Technology 

7. Learner Support 

8. Accessibility  
 

 

 

 
From https://www.qualitymatters.org/ 

https://www.qualitymatters.org/
https://www.qualitymatters.org/
https://www.qualitymatters.org/
https://www.qualitymatters.org/


» Screencast lectures, with needed captioning 

» Online forum discussions for student-student 
interaction 

» Online quizzes 

» A depository for weekly assignments that would 
culminate into their large final assignment. This 
provides a place where student work is easily 
compiled and shared and is the basis for their 
research takeaway. 

 



Original ideas and concerns with the takeaway: 
» Wiki in the LMS – Students lose access when the course ends  

» Wiki outside of the LMS, perhaps PBWorks – Students could use it 
to facilitate discussions and work on it as a class, but the 
maintenance and life of the wiki would fall to the instructor once 
the course ended. 

» Course website – Same thoughts as the Wiki 

» Individual student websites – Students would maintain and own 
the website. But with all of the free hosting sites available, with a 
wide range of templates, how do we make it easier for students 
new to website building and control the output of website 
designs to make grading and troubleshooting technology issues 
easier?  



» Google email and apps are currently used by our university. 
˃ Students are familiar with the layout of Google products. 

˃ Website is connected to their university id, so log in information is not easily lost. 

˃ Ownership of the site is easily identifiable to the student. 

˃ Students do not lose their email access when they graduate. Their site will remain 
active after they graduate. 

» Can build and share a template of your website. 

» Knowledge of html is not required to build their site. 

» Date stamps on the pages = verification of work completed 
by due dates. 

» Google provides videos and text to help explain how to build 
and edit your website (http://www.google.com/sites/overview.html) 

» Flash is not a required element which makes Mobile site 
viewing easier. 

http://www.google.com/sites/overview.html


Weekly topics covered in class readings and lecture screencasts 
were divided into different pages of the website. The pages 
include: 
» Home - includes a welcome image and citation that connect to the topic of 

the research guide 
» Building a Research Topic - includes a description of narrowing their topic 

and developing keywords to search 
» Finding and Evaluating Resources - includes subpages for Books, Articles, 

Websites, and Primary Sources 
» Resource Comparisons - include subpages for a Reference Comparison, 

Search Engine Comparison, and Video Comparison 
» Bibliography - focuses on 10 of their previously cited sources 
» Featured Resources - includes annotated citations for five of their 

Bibliography resources 
» Database Presentation - provides a link or shows the embedded screencast 

created by the student on a database of their choosing 
 



EDT 251 Syllabus 

https://niihka.miamioh.edu/access/content/attachment/7b378dd0-2604-4285-8f95-49527785e7a3/Syllabus/870c53f8-d60e-42f8-a2f2-544c7b105ebe/Syllabus 2013.pdf


https://niihka.miamioh.edu/access/content/group/7b378dd0-2604-4285-8f95-49527785e7a3/Website Work/Website Work 8.doc
https://sites.google.com/site/edt251long/locating-resources/primary-sources


The template can be found at https://sites.google.com/site/edt251long/ or 
searched for in Google Sites’ Template Gallery under MUM EDT251 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/edt251long/
https://sites.google.com/site/edt251long/
https://sites.google.com/site/edt251long/






» Easy to build from template. 

» Student ownership of site linked to their email. 

» One location for posting website work = easy flow 
from week to week for completing online work. 

» The progression of weekly work on the website as 
part of their final assignment seemed to increase 
interest in ensuring all work was correct and gave 
students a chance to fix any mistakes, resulting in a 
takeaway void of errors. 

 



The majority of the failures come from a lack of 
clarification on the part of the instructor and 
some unexpected issues with the technology. 
More specifically:  
» Template gallery did not always load. Providing the URL 

to the template solved this issue. 

» Varying technology skills of students. Next time we will 
clearly state what the technology skill requirements are 
needed for the course. 

» Unforeseen issues with website access.  Work done 
with a changing university domain may have been the 
cause, only time will tell. 

 

 

 



» Issues that arose from unclear directions will be 
updated  

» More detailed directions and a sample finished 
website will be provided. 

» Course change to 8 weeks, focus will remain on 
posting majority of work on the website. 

» Course is offered online in Fall and Spring. A 
hybrid option is also offered in the Fall. 

 

 


